Amy Reed
Assignment 13A
Reducing Your Carbon Footprint (at camp or in your classroom)
Next Generation Science Standard LS4.C Adaptation and Next Generation Science Standard ESS3.C Human Impacts on Earth Systems
Objectives: The students will identify ways to help reduce their carbon footprint indoors and outdoors.
The students will be able to explain how humans impact Earth Systems. 
Attention Getter:
Begin by reading the book by Chris Burkard titled The Boy Who Spoke to the Earth.  Then we reflected on how often we go outside at camp (or at school) and do not really appreciate the beauty that is around us at camp (or at school).
Class Discussion:
Ask the students what they have learned in school about Climate Change and Global Warming. You may use KWL sheets. 
Watch the video:
What is a carbon footprint? What can you do about yours? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YseZXKfT_yY

Brainstorm ways to reduce carbon foot print at camp (or at school).  Make a list of what we could do as a class. Some examples are: shower for a shorter time, stay on the paths at camp (or school), get rid of the microwave in the kitchen (no one wants hot food on summer days), look into getting solar panels and timers for our lights at camp, work in our garden and use that food for our meals more often, only light campfires if we are cooking on them, and leaving no trace when we are out in the woods.  Use 50 Simple Things You Can Do To Save the Earth  by Earth Works as a resource for more ideas.  
Implement: Prioritize your list by things that you can implement right away and things that you can do when your camp or school has more time or money.  
Reflect on how humans impact earth systems.
Resources:
Books:
The Earth Works Group. 50 Simple Things You Can Do to Save the Earth   Berkeley, CA; Earth Works Group Copyright 1989
Burkard, Chris. The Boy who Spoke to the Earth    Dreamling Books (2015)
Videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YseZXKfT_yY
Websites:
http://blog.theclymb.com/tips/7-tips-reduce-outdoor-footprint/ 7 tips to reduce your Carbon Footprint has some good ways to do reduce when you go outdoors.
http://www.campwilddhauj.in/offsetting-carbon-footprints.html Camp Wild has a plan to implement less of a Carbon Footprint.
http://www.foe.org.hk/GOC/eng/menu/Action%20Manual_Energy.pdf Green O Camp Action plan
https://www.acacamps.org/news-publications/blogs/camp-connection/carbon-footprint American Camp Association Blog- Some people responded with some great ideas.
http://earthguardians.net/sustainable-black-rock-city/reduce-your-carbon-footprint/ Earth Guardians Challenge camps to help reduce their campers carbon footprint.
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