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Improved Currency 

Grade Level:  2

Subject:  Math

Theme/Topic:  Counting Coins with the value of 1¢, 5¢, 10¢, 25¢, 50¢ 

Student Outcomes:  

· Students will practice counting coins with the value of 1¢, 5¢, 10¢, 25¢, 50¢.

· Students will observe pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, and half dollars.

· Students will design new American currency in cooperative groups.  

· Students will develop questions for their peers using their new currency.

· Students will compare and contrast American currency with their new and improved currency. 

Montana Mathematics Grade 2 Content Standards:

Work with time and money.

7. Tell and write time from analog and digital clocks to the nearest five minutes, using a.m. and p.m.

8. Solve word problems involving dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies, using $ and ¢ symbols appropriately. Example: If you have 2 dimes and 3 pennies, how many cents do you have?

Required Materials and Equipment:  

· Penny, Nickel, Dime, Quarter, Half Dollar coins (real or fake)

· Pencil

· Paper-white and colored

· Colored pencils, crayons, or markers

· Scissors

Additional Resources:

· Mathematical Mindsets by Jo Boaler (pg. 242-243)

Agenda: 

1. Review the names and value of each coin.

2. Discuss deficiencies in the currency regarding usability.

3. Form cooperative groups and create new, user-friendly coins with the same values. 

4. Write three questions using your new currency for other groups to solve.

5. In small groups, compare and contrast your new currency with our coins using a Venn Diagram.  

Warm up (5 min.): “What makes these coins tricky to use?”

Anticipatory Set: Brainstorm a list of possible answers.  Possible answers:  they are all the same shape, there are only 2 colors, the size and the value of the coins are not related, etc.  

Direct Instruction (20 min.): 

1. Review group expectations:  facilitator, recorder/reporter, resource manager, and team captain. (see pg. 242-243)

2. In small groups, design and create new, user-friendly coins with the same values (1¢, 5¢, 10¢, 25¢, 50¢) considering size, shape, and color. 

3. Write three problems for another group to answer using your new coins.    Example:  If you have three red coins (value 25¢) and two orange coins (value 10¢), how many cents do you have? 

*The teacher is available and walking around the room during this time to assist and offer suggestions as needed during this time.  The teacher is also making sure that each member of the groups are participating and active members.  

Guided Practice (15 min.):  Have the students swap questions and answer them using the new currency.

Closure (5 min.): Discuss how the much easier or difficult it was to solve the problems using the new coins.

Independent Practice (15 min.): In small groups, compare and contrast your new currency with our coins using a Venn Diagram.  

Assessment and Follow-Up:  Check the students' work for accuracy and completion.  Have the students write in their math journals about what they learned today, what they found interesting, and one question they still have.  

