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OBJECTIVE:

Students will create a clay bowl using one of three techniques demonstrated to them.
Adventist Education Standards (FA-Fine Arts; VA-Visual Arts):
FA.K.VA.2 Engage in exploration and imaginative play with materials.
FA.K.VA.7 Create a piece of art and explain the process.

FA.1-4.VA.3 Apply knowledge of available resources, tools, and technologies to investigate personal ideas through the art-making process.

FA.5-8.VA.5 Demonstrate persistence in developing skills with various materials, methods, and approaches, exhibiting willingness to pursue new ideas, forms, and meanings that emerge in the process of artworks and design.

RATIONALE:

The objective meets the above standards by allowing the students to explore different methods for creating a bowl. Students will begin to understand that in art there is a process to follow. This lesson will help students to use techniques and tools that will build knowledge for future lessons with clay.
ASSESSMENT:

Students will be assessed on an art rubric.
TEACHING PLAN:

Introduction.  Show students finished art examples of the three methods they can choose from to create their bowl of clay.
Questions.  Do all of these bowls look the same? How do you think each of them was made?
Learning Activities/Experiences.  Demonstrate each of the three methods that will be used in clay modeling. Kindergartners through second grade will begin with the pinch pot method. Grades three through eighth can explore the other two methods. Show the students how to use the various art tools and how to mold the clay.
Closure. When the students are done, they will label their art on the bottom of their bowl and the pieces of art will be air-dried on a shelf.
Independent Practice. When students are finished with their other assignments during the day they can make other items and put them in a plastic sack to keep them from drying out. Clay creations are something that students can have on going and working on until they are finished. 
GROUPING OF STUDENTS:

There is no grouping of students other than the younger students should first practice the pinch pot method and work up to the other two methods. All ages will be grouped together so they can see each other’s creations and learn from their peers. 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS, RESOURCES, AND TECHNOLOGY:

Samples of finished art, clay, clay tools.
COMMUNITY BUILDING:

The students finished bowl (they will glaze them after they are fired) can be given to a family member or friend!
Elementary Art Rubric

	K-2
	3-8
	 Perseverance / Completeness
	Craftsmanship / Skill / Consistency
	Creativity / Inventiveness
	Composition
	Work Habits

	E
	A
	Art project is as complete as the student could make it.


	Artwork reflects deliberate control of media.  Advanced craftsmanship.

	Artwork is innovative, completely original, well thought out, and thoroughly developed.

 

 
	Advanced composition incorporating several of the design elements (balance, contrast, harmony, emphasis, movement, proportion, pattern, variety, unity, rhythm, repetition).
	Student worked in class entire period.  Did not need to be reminded to focus on task.  Table conversation was focused on art talk.

	S
	B
	Artwork is complete. Could use some finishing touches.
	Artwork reflects control of the media. Proficient craftsmanship.
	Artwork is thought out and developed throughout.
.


	Proficient composition.
	Student worked in class most of the period.  Needed very few reminders to focus on task.  Table conversation was focused on art talk.


	P
	C
	Artwork is complete at the most basic level.

Could be worked on further.
	Artwork reflects adequate control of the media.  Basic craftsmanship.
	Artwork has the basics.

	Basic composition.
	Student worked in class part of the period. Needed several reminders to focus on task.  Table conversation partially focused on art talk.


	N
	D
	Artwork appears to still be in-progress.
	 
Artwork appears to still be in-progress.

 

	Artwork appears to still be in-progress.

	Artwork appears to still be in-progress.
	Student needed lots of reminders to focus on task.  Table conversation barely focused on art talk.



U/F would only be given for unsatisfactory or not passing work

Students are graded each time they complete an art project. I explain the day’s objective and I write what I am grading on the board. I write the directions on the board and explain what is expected for each project. I also explain to them if they do not participate and follow directions they will not receive a grade for the project. I do allow for them to add their own creativity if it stays in the bounds of the lesson. That gives the student the opportunity to use higher order thinking skills to improve their work and to earn an A or E. 
Rubric from: www.barren.k12.ky.us
Commentary on Lesson

Everyone was very engaged with their art projects except a student that has ADHD. He does not take his medication in the P.M., so more unstructured settings, sitting at tables next to peers instead of at a desk in rows, can be challenging for him. An improvement that would have helped him was to not have had so many choices of what they could make. Yet, I did not want to limit the other students. Therefore, he attempted about five different items—luckily clay lends itself well to starting over! In the last five minutes he completed a bowl. 

Another improvement that could have been made was to have had a few more real art tools instead of spoons for smoothing out the clay, but the improvising worked sufficiently. 


When another student became frustrated I heard, “This is not my favorite thing to do.” Most however, when asked what they thought about the art experience exclaimed, “I liked it a lot.” “I loved it!”


One student that is very quiet, really seemed to enjoy the experience, “getting lost in the process.” You could see how focused and into the project he was. This is how I feel when I am doing clay, nothing else is around me. He is an eighth grader and has only been at our school for a year and will be graduating this year. I feel I shared something special with him, and I hope he remembers this encounter with fondness.


All and all I think the lesson went quite well. I may invest in a few more art supplies. Not everyone may share your passion, but it is rewarding to see the ones that do, and they all grow by struggling to learn something new or hewn a skill they have done before.
