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Descriptive Data:

Grade: 3

Subject Area: Social Sciences

Type of Group: Whole Class

Overview:  Students will read and discuss what distinguishes a place from other places by identifying the physical features found in nature and by briefly viewing a map.
Goal:

Common Curriculum Goal:

1. Compare and analyze physical (e.g. landforms, vegetation, wildlife, climate, and natural hazards) and human characteristics (e.g. land use) of places and regions (OCS, P. 13A).

Oregon Grade Level Standards:

1. SS.03.GE.04- Identify physical characteristics of places and compare them (OCS, P. 13A).
Objective:

Students will:

1. Describe a place in terms of its physical features

2. Classify types of landforms, including highlands and lowlands

3. analyze why communities are located on certain types of waterways and bodies of water

4. Explain the significance of climate

5. Identify the human-made features of a place

6. Study a map to acquire information from a spatial perspective

Materials:

Teacher:

-Living in Our World teacher’s manual
-pre-drawn illustration of land features and vocabulary cards

-“Physical Features” chant
Students:

-Living in Our World textbook

Time

Hook: 3 minutes

Activating Prior Knowledge: 2 minutes

Introduction: 2 minutes

Instruction/Guided Practice: 20 minutes

Independent Practice: 0 minutes

Assessment: 5 minutes

Close: 8 minutes

Total Estimated Time: 45 minutes

Adaptations/Modifications:

-involve kinesthetic learners (and students challenged with the ability to focus for an extended period of time) with pictorial input chart: B.H., B.A., P.H., T.K., O.B., J.F., C.W., S.M., C.O.
-Support visual learners with pictorial input
-Support auditory learners with read aloud and chant

-Restate, repeat, and retell frequently to reinforce concepts
Classroom/Behavior Management:

-Reinforce/acknowledge appropriate behavior

-State/restate expectations

-Behavior pockets (colored cards on desk)

-Marbles
-Acknowledge super model behavior

-Apply EnVoy strategies

Hook:

Today we’ll be learning about what makes a place different from another place.  For example, think about what your house or apartment looks like.  How is your bedroom different from your kitchen?  How is our classroom different from B-2?  Have you and your family traveled elsewhere?  How is our city different from where you traveled?
Activating Prior Knowledge:
Think back to the story we just read about the Sheldon family.  Where were they moving to, and from where did they come from?  What did they discover was different about Connecticut from Ohio?  

(e.g. different weather, less populated, muddy roads, etc.)

Introduction:

-preview vocabulary by reading aloud the definitions, and then having students engage in TPR while repeat the vocabulary in unison with teacher: physical feature, landform, mountain range, valley, plateau, plain, peninsula, coast, climate, desert, human-made feature
Instruction and Guided Practice:

-select students to read aloud portions of text (p. 78-81)
-pause when appropriate to restate/retell, and to ask and discuss questions about text and illustrations.

-GLAD: pictorial input chart


>draw and teach physical features of landforms to reinforce knowledge of 
vocabulary terms


>distribute key vocabulary terms randomly


>describe physical feature in a riddle


>classmates direct student with vocabulary term where to post word on chart


>teacher reads aloud word and students repeat word in unison

Independent Practice:

-none

Assessment:
-Answer lesson review questions (p. 85) 

Closure:

-GLAD: introduce “Physical Features” chant, stopping after each stanza to briefly explain/clarify concepts: 
Physical Features

Is this a physical feature?


Yes, Ma’am

Is this a physical feature?


Yes, Ma’am

Well, how do you know? 


It’s found in nature

How else do you know?



Like land and water

Give me some examples



mountains and plateaus
Give me some examples



valleys and plains

Tell me about highlands



they’re high, steep, and sharp

Tell me about lowlands



they’re low, flat, and smooth

Can you name a highland?


The Rocky Mountains

Can you name anymore?


The Appalachians Mountains

Can you name a lowland?


The Great Plains

Can you name anymore?


The Great Basin

Any other physical features?


Peninsulas and coasts

What are peninsulas?

Land almost surrounded completely by 

       
water

What are coasts?



The land next to oceans

Anything else?




Where the beaches are

Is this a physical feature? 


Yes, Ma’am

Is this a physical feature?


Yes, Ma’am

Well, how do you know?


It’s found in nature

How else do you know?



Like climate and plant life

Tell me about climate



It’s the type of weather for a place

Give me some examples



Temperatures and amount of rain

Be more specific



Desert, tundra, and rainforest 

What else can you tell me?


Desert plants are adapted to the heat

Is this a physical feature?


Yes, Ma’am

Is this a physical feature?


Yes, Ma’am

