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Sample ISL Syllabus

Write clearly on this form or reproduce on a word processor.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
PROGRAM NAME:


*IMPROVING STUDENT LEARNING





Cook High School 2005-2006

______________________________________________________________________________

NO. OF QUARTER CREDITS:

3 Quarter Credits


______________________________________________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONAL CONTACT HRS:
30


WA CLOCK HRS:
        30


______________________________________________________________________________

EST. # OF PARTICIPANTS:

23


______________________________________________________________________________

INSTRUCTOR OF RECORD:

Barbara McCarthy, M.Ed.

______________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS, PHONE, E-MAIL:

Cook High School






4318 South Chestnut Drive






Anycity WA, 98999






360/444-5555


bmccarthy@cook.wednet.edu

______________________________________________________________________________

SUBJECT/DATE/TIMES:


Curriculum Integration: 9/24, 10/12, 10/19

All meetings



Team Teaching: 10/24,11/9, 11/25

2:45pm-5:45pm



Student Centered Learning: 1/10, 1/17, 2/2






Discussion Integration: 2/9

______________________________________________________________________________

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION:




Cook High School is in its third year of adopting state standards to improve student learning through staff development. For 2005-2006 the three areas of professional development will be: integrating curricular areas, block scheduling and team teaching, and student-centered learning. In-service training, reading and group discussion, and outside assignments will apply the learning to staff teaching situations.

______________________________________________________________________________

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. Maintain staff enthusiasm for the changes begun last year.

2. Make our program more relevant & interesting to students by integrating curriculum areas, and going to a two-period, team-taught format in several subject areas.

3. Increase student involvement in the learning process by adopting various models of student-generated curriculum planning.

REQUIREMENTS FOR CREDIT: To issue credit, Antioch University Seattle requires 75% or better to issue credit at the 400 level and 85% or better to issue credit at the 500 level.

1. Reading of all requisite materials prior to beginning training 


40%


2. Attendance at all class meetings, and active participation in field trips 
30%


3. Completion of all outside assignments 





30%

400 & 500 LEVEL OUTSIDE ASSIGNMENT:

Complete the work described below. Word-process, double-spaced. 

Please indicate if you would like your work returned with comments.

1. Compose a 4-6 page ‘Self-Reflection’ paper in which you address the following:

· Your own beliefs and assumption about how and why students learn.

· Why are you teaching today? Explain your intrinsic motivations and ‘vision’.

· How are the educational models reflected in your teaching practice?

· Discuss key areas of professional growth, listing 1-2 goals for this year.

THIS PAPER IS DUE BY NOVEMBER 1ST.

2. Develop a 2-3 page ‘Action Plan’ reflecting application of your learning in one  of the following:

· Integrating High School Curriculum

· Two Periods, Two Subjects, Two Teachers

· Student-Centered Learning: Tapping Intrinsic Motivation

This paper should address:

· Your overall plan for beginning or furthering your work in the area chosen.

· A summary of what you already accomplished including student progress. Specify your student goals and assessment criteria for measuring plan impact on students.

· Outline key events of your plan, with dates, during the balance of the school year.

THIS PAPER IS DUE 2 WEEKS AFTER THE LAST SESSION.

​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________________________
500 LEVEL OUTSIDE ASSIGNMENT:

In addition to the 400 level assignment do the following:

3. Conduct a review of current literature and research on either curriculum integration or student –centered curriculum at the high school  level. Include case studies.

4. In a 3-4 page paper, discuss:

· What are the major obstacles to teachers’ adoption of these practices?

· What are the key steps in teacher training, planning and reinforcement that will facilitate the successful implementation of these practices?

THIS PAPER IS DUE 1 MONTH AFTER THE LAST CLASS SESSION.

______________________________________________________________________________

SUGGESTED READING (Minimum of 6 references.)

Intrinsic Motivation & Self-Determination in Human Behavior. Deci, Edward. Plenum Press, 2005.

Unschooled Mind: How Children Think, How Schools Should Teach. Gardner, Howard. Basic Books. 2002.

Reinventing the Future: Global Goals for the 21st Century. Kidder, Rushworth M. MIT Press, 1999.

Horace’s School.  Sizer, Theodore R., Mariner Books, 1997.

Schools That Work: America’s Most Innovative Public Education Programs .Wood, George H. Dutton, 2002. 

Educating For Humanity: Rethinking the Purposes of Education. Mike Seymour, Paradigm Publishers, 2005.

Email Completed ISL Form to:

Yvonne Hall  registrar@hol.edu
Info: Call 1-800-445-1305 Mon-Thu, 9am-5pm PST. 
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